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mould the character of science for their own and future
times, he will ever hold a high place among the pioneers
by whose patient and sagacious power of gathering and
marshalling facts new kingdoms of knowledge are added to
the intellectual domain of man. He was not a profound
thinker, but his contemporaries could hardly find a clearer,
more keen-eyed, and careful observer. He had the shrewd-
ness, too, to know wherein his strength lay. Hence he
seldom ventured beyond the domain of fact where his first
successes were won, and in which throughout his long life
he worked so hard and so well.

In that domain he had few equals.    The patient in-
dustry and untiring perseverance with which year after year
he returned to the attack of the old grauwacke rocks of his
Silurian region form a lesson of hope and encouragement
to all students who seek to advance our knowledge of the
earth.    His Silurian System, in its original elaboration, and
in its subsequent extension to the rocks of other countries,
may be taken as the type of his scientific work, as it cer-
tainly constitutes the ground on which his name will most
securely rest.   Theories and speculations which now seem
firmly established may eventually be swept away before the
onward march of research, but such solid contributions of
fact as the details of the Silurian System will remain as
part of the common stock of knowledge out of which new
theories and speculations will be evolved.    That system
embodied the results of such patient toil as enables a tra-
veller to bring a new and unexplored country to the know-
ledge of the rest of the world.    Murchison's labours among
the older rocks stood indeed to geology in a relation not
unlike that which his friend Livingstone's work in Africaphilosophic reasoners, and who
